Water in California,
In the West and in the World

Join the statewide conversation about this vital topic. Here are recommended titles
for your library collection, many of them appropriate for group discussion:
Carle, David, Introduction to Water in California. University of California Press, 2004. Part of the
series California Natural History Guides. “This thoroughly engaging, concise book tells the story
of California's most precious resource, tracing the journey of water in the state from the
atmosphere to the snowpack to our faucets and foods.” (from the publisher)
Carle, David, Water and the California Dream: Choices for the New Millennium.
Sierra Club Books, 2003. “In this provocative book, author David Carle contends
that it may be time to stop drowning the California dream of the good life with
imported water. Using oral histories, newspaper articles, and autobiographies,
Carle explores the historic changes in California, showing how imported water
has shaped the pattern of population growth in the state.” (from the publisher)
De Villiers, Marq, Water: The Fate of our Most Precious
Resource. Houghton Mifflin, 2000. “The author, whose Boer childhood was
spent on the edge of the Thirstland in South Africa, has had a lifelong
fascination with water...His latest, winner of the Governor General’s Literary
Award for Nonfiction in Canada, depicts the current extent of world water
scarcity and national and international water policies and briefly provides
guidelines for dealing with the coming world water crisis.” – Library Journal

Davis, Margaret Leslie. Rivers in the Desert: William Mulholland and the Inventing of
Los Angeles . HarperCollins, 1993. “An arresting biography of William Mulholland,
the visionary Los Angeles Water Department engineer who designed the Owens
Valley Aqueduct [which] devastated Owens Valley towns, farms and individuals,
enriched speculators and fostered corruption.” -- Publishers Weekly
deBuys, William and Myers, Joan Myers. Salt Dreams: Land &
Water in Low-Down California. University of New Mexico Press,
2001. A history of the Salton Sea, which has become a prophetic story of
mounting environmental crises that impinge on the water supply of southern
California's sixteen million people. “An absorbing record of the ideas and
people that tamed the Colorado River and transformed southeastern California
from a desert into one of the continent's great agricultural regions.” –
Publishers Weekly

Green, Dorothy. Managing Water: Avoiding Crisis in California. University of
California Press, 2007. "Offers much food for thought about the
complex world of water management in the Golden State. Provides
reasoned, thoughtful and insightful arguments about sustainability." -Salinas Californian

Hundley, Norris Jr. The Great Thirst: Californians and Water, a History -- Revised Edition.
University of California Press, 2001. The definitive history of how water has been used
and abused in California." -- Los Angeles Times
Hundley, Norris Jr. Water and the West: the Colorado River Compact and the Politics of Water in
the American West. University of California Press, updated edition May 2009. “Back in print for
the first time in over ten years, thoroughly expanded and updated to trace the continuing
battles raging over the West's most valuable, and contentious, resource.” (from the publisher)
Kelley, Robert. Battling the Inland Sea: Floods, Public Policy, and the Sacramento
Valley. University of California Press, 1998. "A powerful evocation of the losses
and gains involved in battling the mighty Sacramento River. But more than this,
it is an exploration of the national will as it sought to rearrange nature herself
with such mixed results.” Kevin Starr, author of the Americans and the
California Dream
McClurg, Sue. Water & the Shaping of California.
Available from the Water Education Foundation. “A masterful and
lyrical combination of prose and images illustrating how Californians
have invented themselves and the modern state of California... -Norris Hundley
Monsma, Bradley. The Sespe Wild: Southern California's Last Free
River. University of Nevada Press , 2004. The first work of literary
nonfiction about Ventura County 's magnificent backcountry.
Reisner, Marc. Cadillac Desert: The American West and Its Disappearing Water.
Penguin, 2003. A study of the economics, politics, and ecology of water that
covers more than a century of desert reclamation in the American West.
Stegner, Wallace. Angle of Repose. Penguin, 1971. Winner of
the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction. Based on the correspondence of
19th-century writer Mary Hallock Foote, the novel explores a
marriage that embodies the struggle between two equally strong American
archetypes: the sophisticated, cultured Easterner and the pragmatic Western
man of action.

